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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****These Exercises form a sort of scientific manual, for leading the soul
onward in the way of God, not at haphazard, but by those steps which, as He has taught His Saints and the
Doctors of His Church, form the usual path to be trodden by His chosen ones in their journey towards the
perfection attainable in this life. All that this manual contains is drawn from the writings of the Saints and
Fathers of the Church; but the rays of their doctrine are here concentrated: like a faithful Beseleel, the writer
carves, fits together, and adorns with the brightness of a simple and graceful eloquence the precious stones of
God s temple. Guided by those holy fathers whom he quotes in every page, Cisneros divides the career of
holiness into three parts, which he calls the Via Purgativa, or Way of Purity; the Via Illuminativa, Of Way of
Enlightenment; and the Via Unitiva, or Way of Union-names that since his time have been made familiar to us
by a host of ascetic writers. The first of these, as he tells us in his Prologue, answers to the virtue of faith;; the
second, to hope; the third, to charity. In the first, while bewailing our past sins, we see only the smoke of the
coming fire; flame and smoke are mixed together in the second; while in the third, the fire of God s love burns
bright and clear. In the first, the soul is cleansed from her foulness by the thought of past sins and of God s
judgments; in the second, the Life and Passion of Christ shed a light on her path; in the third,...
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