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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Letters From the Hon. Abbott Lawrence: The Hon.
William C. Rives, of Virginia | need not say to you, that these gifts of Providence are of little consequence to your
people, or to our common country, unless developed and improved, for the purposes for which they were
intended. When the Constitution of the United States was adopted, Virginia contained double the population of
New York; and now, New York contains double the number of people in Virginia. | do not propose to inquire into
the causes that have produced such a mighty change in the relative numerical condition of these two States. |
do propose, however, to state to you some of the reasons why you should now set about doing something, to
bring back that prosperity, which many of your people believe is forever lost. The truth is, that Nature has been
profuse in her gifts, in behalf of your people, and you have done but little for yourselves. The settlement and
development of the resources of the Western country, have brought into existence an active, and effectual
competition with your people, in the great staples of your agricultural products, namely, Wheat. Indian Corn
and Tobacco. Maryland and North Carolina, like yourselves, are essentially affected by competition from the
same quarter; from Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Michigan, Wisconsin and lowa. The great West is
now supplying largely the New England, and other States, which are consumers of these agricultural staples, in
quantity and value, to a greater extent than all the foreign world besides. The internal improvements of the
country already finished, have brought Boston, by steam, within the distance of four days...
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