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Literature, Science, Art, and Politics The Cathedral. Ere life grow noisy, and slow-footed thought Can overtake
the rapture of the sense, To thrust between ourselves and what we feel, Have something in them secretly divine.
Vainly the eye, once schooled to serve the brain, With pains deliberate studies to renew The ideal vision: second-
thoughts are prose; For beauty s acme hath a term as brief As the wave s poise before it break in pearl. Our
own breath dims the mirror of the sense, Looking too long and closely: at a flash We snatch the essential grace
of meaning out, And that first passion beggars all behind, Heirs of a tamer transport prepossessed. Who, seeing
once, has truly seen again The gray vague of unsympathizing sea That dragged his fancy from her moorings
back To shores inhospitable of eldest time, Till blank foreboding of earth-gendered powers, Pitiless seignories in
the elements, Omnipotences blind that darkling smite, Misgave him, and repaganized the world? Yet, by some
subtler touch of sympathy, These primal apprehensions, dimly stirred, Perplex the eye with pictures from
within. This hath made poets dream of lives foregone In worlds fantastical, more fair than ours; So memory
cheats us, glimpsing half-revealed. Even as I write she tries her wonted spell In that continuous redbreast
boding rain: The bird I hear sings not from yonder elm; But the flown ecstasy my childhood heard Is vocal in
my mind, renewed by him, Haply made sweeter by the accumulate thrill That threads my undivided life and
steals A pathos from the years and graves between. I know not how...
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