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burial and other benefits; and memorials for those who have served in uniform. By law, all federal agencies are
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a Chief Human Capital Officer, and a Chief Acqui-sition Officer ( hereinafter, CAO ). The CAO position was estab-
lished most recently by title IX of Public Law 108 - 136, the Na-tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2004. At the present time, VA has designated the Assistant Secretary for Man-agement to serve as both the CFO
and the CAO. The management of acquisition and logistics has evolved into a complex and specialized
profession with highly complicated and so-phisticated facets. Both the Government Accountability Office (
hereinafter, GAO ) and VAs Inspector General have identified a number of best practices and major
management challenges that result when responsibilities for acquisition and logistics are com-bined with other
duties. The GAO specifically identified as a weakness situations where the CAO has other duties not related to
acquisitions. VA remedied this by establishing an Office of Acquisition, Logistics, and Con-struction in October
2008. But VA does not have a senior level, as-sistant secretary to lead that office. In an agency of this size, with
programs so diverse and in so many cases having complex require-ments, such as building major medical
facilities, and purchasing al-most 15 billion dollars in goods and services annually, the need for an Assistant
Secretary with an exclusive focus on...
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