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sick joke which keeps on repeating, then who keeps on telling it? Could it be John Scogin, Edward IV's jester,
whose favourite skit was to burn people alive? Or could it be Andrew Boarde, physician to Henry VIII, who wrote
John Scogin's biography? Or could it be a Kurd called Gaffar whose days are blighted by an unspeakable
terror of salad? Or a beautiful bulimic with brittle bones? Or a man who guards Beckley Woods with a Samurai
sword and a pregnant terrier? Darkmans is a very modern book, set in ridiculously modern Ashford, about two
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Gateway novels. Following Wide Open (winner Dublin IMPAC award 2000) and Behindlings it confirms one of
Britain's most original literary talents. book.
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